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1.	INTRODUCTION	
	
The	Dhillon	Marty	Foundation	(DMF)	organized	its	seventh	Annual	Conference	“State	of	the	
Community”	in	Paris,	France	on	June	26th	to	the	29th,	2018.	The	conference	was	executed	in	
partnership	with	CIDJ	(Centre	d’Information	et	de	Documentation	de	la	Jeunesse)	at	their	center,	
and	supported	by	UNESCO’s	MOST	(Management	of	Social	Transformations).	The	7th	Annual	
Conference	entitled	#ShareYourHumanity	brought	together	participants	to	actively	engage	in	
various	social	practice	art	programs	and	intellectual	discourse	on	contemporary	global	issues.	
	
The	conference	aimed	to	design	the	path	that	our	global	society	must	take,	in	order	to	face	the	
opportunities	and	challenges	presented	by	the	Digital	Age.	The	program	included	panel	
discussions	and	art/cultural	events,	conducted	in	partnership	with	various	educational	and	
cultural	institutions.		
	
The	conference	operated	in	English	and	French.	
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2.	HIGHLIGHTS	–	Pre-conference	programs	
	

a. Empreinte	Civique	
June	16-30		
Various	locations		
	
The	pre-conference	programs	were	launched	through	the	distribution	of	
Empreinte	Civique,	a	daily	paper	(newspaper-like	flyers	with	latest	news	
headlines	and	thought-provoking	quotations	for	a	daily	topic)	published	across	
15	countries,	as	part	of	the	global	exhibition.	As	a	call	to	action,	Empreinte	
Civique	questions	how	our	footprint	—	in	its	many	forms	—	is	influencing	society	
in	positive	or	negative	ways.	The	initiative	galvanized	positive	social	change	
especially	among	the	youth	around	the	world,	as	much	as	with	the	conference	
participants	in	Paris.	
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Daily	Headlines:	
	
Date	 English		 French	
June	16	 #ShareYourHumanity	 #HumanitéEnCommun	
June	17	 “FREEtoBE”	 “FREEtoBE”	
June	18	 Fairness	and	Opportunity	 Equité	et	Opportunité	
June	19	 What	do	I	care?		 Et	Alors…?	
June	20	 Value	of	Life	 La	Valeur	de	la	Vie	
June	21	 Dare	to	Search	Truth	 Oser	Chercher	la	Vérité	
June	22	 Activism	is	not	Destruction	 L’Activisme	ce	n’est	pas	de	la	

Destruction	
June	23	 No	Fear	No	Hate	 Ni	Peur	Ni	Haine	
June	24	 No	One	Above	Law	 Les	mêmes	reglès	pour	tous!	
June	25	 No	One	Left	Behind	 Ne	Laisser	Personne	Derrière	
June	26	 Collective	I		 Fraternité	
June	27	 Economics	of	Technology?	 Economie	du	progrès?	
June	28	 Caution:	Human	Using	

Technology	
Humain	Utilisant	la	Technologie	

June	29	 What	Democracy?	 Quelle	Démocratie?	
June	30	 Trust	and	Fairness	 Confiance	et	Impartialité	
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b. Street	Art	Performance:	Live	Painting	on	Mattress		

Monday,	June	18,	2018	
ALLOmatelas,	60	Avenue	du	Président	Wilson,	93210	La	Plaine	Saint	Denis,	
France	

	
Painting	street	art	(symbolizing	democracy	
and	civic	activism)	on	mattresses	
(symbolizing	our	closest	personal	space	
and	a	“safe	place”),	the	live	performance	
emphasized	that	individual	and	the	
community’s	well	being	go	hand	in	hand,	
and	the	importance	of	creating	such	“safe	
place”	for	the	democracy	with	all	of	our	
hands.		
Throughout	the	conference,	the	back	of	
the	mattress	collected	the	signatures	of	the	
participants,	as	their	vow	to	take	part	in	
protection	and	nurturing	of	peace	and	
democracy,	as	symbolized	in	the	artwork	
by	lask.		
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c. Japanese	Tea	Ceremony	Demonstration	&	"Garden	Share”		
Tuesday,	June	19,	2018		
Verger	du	Gros	Caillou,	Rue	Saint	Dominique,	Paris,	France	

	

Japanese	tea	master	Soyu	Mori	and	his	
team	introduced	the	history	and	
philosophy	behind	tea	ceremony:	the	
spirit	of	being	in	harmony	with	all	
beings,	hospitality	and	of	sharing	of	the	
tea	and	time/space	with	others.		

	

		

	

Garden	exchange	“Garden	Share”	took	
such	reflections	further	and	invited	
participants	to	plant	flower	seeds	at	the	
Dhillon	Marty	Foundation’s	urban	farm	
at	the	event	venue	Verger	du	Gros	
Caillou,	to	express	value	of	food	and	
nature,	and	to	remind	participants	that	
it	is	in	the	hands	of	each	one	of	us	to	
seed	quality	food,	living	and	sustainable	
future	for	all	elements	of	the	earth.		
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d. Impromptu	Music	&	Dance	Performance	“Social	Movement”	
Wednesday,	June	20,	2018	
INTI,	3	quai	Malaquais,	Paris,	France	
	

Shakuhachi	performance	by	Hideo	Sekino	invited	participants	to	join	in	an	
impromptu	dance	performance,	as	a	metaphor	for	individual	citizens	inspiring	
and	inviting	each	other	to	achieve	sustainable	democracy.		

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

e. Street	Cleaning	”Soji”	
Friday,	June	22,	2018	
Place	de	la	République,	Paris,	France	
	
Participants	joined	in	a	street	cleaning	at	Place	de	la	République	to	mimic	the	
common	Japanese	practice	of	cleaning	of	communal	spaces,	as	a	reminder	that	
we	are	all	responsible	for	communal	resources.		
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f. Virtual	Reality	Exhibition	"In	Search	of	Humanity"	&	Pre-conference	Cocktail	
Monday,	June	25,	2018	
Verger	du	Gros	Caillou,	Rue	Saint	Dominique,	Paris,	France	
	
Julie	Walsh	and	Walsh	Productions	brought	in	“In	Search	of	Humanity”,	an	
international	survey	exhibition	of	Virtual	Reality	(VR)	art.		
	
Participants	joined	in	an	interactive	exhibition	to	examine	“how	artists	using	
technology	can	actually	heighten	our	humanity	by	creating	empathy,	wonder,	
and	even	relaxation	for	the	global	citizen”.	The	pieces	explored	“themes	of	
architecture	and	spirituality,	migration	and	memory,	meditation,	the	relationship	
of	time,	space	and	mathematics	and	the	questioning	of	what	makes	social	
interactions	real”.	
	
	

	

	

	

	
	

	
	

	

	


